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It is now 10 years since Church Without Walls was
launched and over that time there has been a slow
growth around the country as people begin to
understand what it is about - learning through
listening, attending conferences and stepping
forward.

No one project, scheme or way will ever suit ALL
people. The worry is when NO way suits some
people. When they will try NO new ways. When they
deem that NO-one is right. With so many experts
giving diametrically opposed views and with ministers
(political and ecclesiastical) being seen as letting so
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All Aboard! Dpunscore Sunday School and Moniave JAM Outing ma”Y dov,vn with a seemlngly_prevalent survival of
to the Leadhills and Wanlockhead Railway the fittest’ culture around us, it can be hard to see

Thanks to Anja Little, Leader of Moniave JAM for the photo any light at the end of the tunnel.

But there is a light - Jesus is the light of the world and
1 8 1# if we turn to that light, we will move forward in faith.
There is SO MUCH in our faith which is positive and
there is SO MUCH we can do together to increase
our faith and to decrease world needs.
My first thought for ‘musings’ this edition was naturally

perhaps to write about the General Assembly of the But if we are the ones unwilling to try, the ones

Church of Scotland. | started - and then decided to write unwilling to give it a shot, the ones sitting back

a separate GA report, which you will find elsewhere. complaining, then we will certainly be the ones who
gain least from our faith and the ones who give least

So here is my second thought (it's not often that | get two to our Lord.

in a row!).

. ________________________________________________________________________|
Abigail Young and Sophie Rahman gave yet another D D09 D D 9
breathtaking concert in Glencairn at the end of May. This '
was their fourth visit in eight years. After their first visit the

usual buzz went around - ‘you should have been there’. Team Zambia Update —The Moderator of the

Strange how we stand back from taking the huge risk of " Church of Scotland visits Lubuto

going to something we don’t know, in case it is not ‘our

thing’. But in so doing we miss out on so much. This year School Page — Great contributions from the
Glencairn church was well filled. It has taken 8 years for Dunscore School pupils

the buzz to really convince people, but at last...
Local Celebrity Chef - Steven'’s signature dish

7 SLYC —What is happening on Thursday nights?

Minister: Christine Sime Phone: 820245 email: revsime@btinternet.com

Session Clerk: Charlie Macallan Phone: 82087 7email: cdmacallan@tiscali.co.uk
Editor: Matthew Aitken Phone: 820448 email: matthew@underwoodconsultants.co.uk
If you would like a full list of church contacts, just ask your Elder

Dunscore Parish Church — Registered Charity Number: SC016060
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Libby, Dean and | recently had the privilege of
accompanying 11 Rolck Soliders on our annual
pilgrimage to Wiston Lodge. I'll try to illustrate why the
trip is so worthwhile by sharing a few of the
experiences with you:

Seeing them all getting on so well together — new
friendships being made and existing ones
strengthened

Observing them being challenged by various set
tasks — then raising their game to meet the
challenges

Observing them encouraging, consoling and
applauding each other as they attempted these
tasks

Enjoying the excellent food together in the
company of a large gathering of mandolin players
and having the musicians compliment the
behaviour of our group

Being part of the short service we arranged on
Sunday morning

Having the youngsters regard us as their friends
and equals. Treating us as such

Getting them all safely back to Dunscore, tired and
happy, on Sunday afternoon

Why not come and join us on a Friday night and see
how much fun we have? Perhaps you would like to join
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It is holiday time! This edition, all the answers are
holiday destinations (some more popular than others!).
The answers are on page 28.

The son of Priam or the daughter of Mr and Mrs
Hilton?

Spanish white house where Sam played
Wander in Italy

Where the battle was observed?

Where was the zoo that Albert met the lion?
A gravel confusion

Large settlement in a cloak

Chant a small opening!

Is this Susannah’s partner’s father?

Sounds like Australia is near the ground
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church treasurer for thirty-two years!
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Ah! The Dunscore Digest is upon us again and itis
time to put into words a thought that has been going
through my mind for many weeks. This is to say how
much | appreciate the recording of the weekly church
service that | have received for the past months. These
CDs are a life-line for me. Okay I'm a week late
because | save them, to hear the service the following
Sunday, but that doesn’t matter at all.

Very often | have been given the edited highlights by
Mary, which helps the mental picture of the cause of the
laughter and repartee. Never a recording goes past
without laughter, which is a delight to hear.

It is nice to hear the hymns being sung and it allows me
to join in to the best of my current ability.

I'm sure that | am not the only person to receive such a
super service and my thanks go to Charlie and Archie
plus other un-named helpers for their unfailing
thoughtfulness in the provision of these recordings.

| look forward to getting back to Church when the timing
alters. 10:00, which is usually my preferred timing, is
still a little too early!

V\#ny thanks, once agéin.
#

Dunscore, together with Penpont, Keir and Tynron has
been twinned with four villages in Northern France since
1995. This year, 40 guests from the French villages were
hosted by us on an exchange visit at the end of April /
early May.

We enjoyed a visit to Roslyn Chapel, a visit to Moffat, a
talk about the Loch Arthur Community and a tour of their
garden, bakery and creamery. Other highlights included
a guided tour of the Sulwath brewery in Castle Douglas, a
walking tour of Dumfries, a Burns Supper at Ellisland and
a farewell brunch at Keir.

Our visitors are keen for us to visit France next year to
celebrate the 15" anniversary of the association. If you
might like to be part of this trip, please contact Robert or
Mary Waugh on 820301. Visiting France does not oblige
you to host a visitor in future and you don’t need to be a
French sneaker!

The strongman at a circus squeezed the juice from a lemon between his hands. He then said to the audience, "I will
offer £200 to anyone in the audience who can squeeze another drop from this lemon. A thin scholarly looking woman
came forward, picked up the lemon, strained hard and managed to get a drop. The strongman was amazed. He paid
the woman and asked, "What is the secret of your strength?" "Practice," the woman answered. "l have been a




It was with slight trepidation that | set off to attend the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. | went as
Presbytery Elder of Dunscore Church and enrolled as
Commissioner Number 146. Wednesday evening was an
introduction for new Commissioners and we were guided
around the building and told about the procedures that we
would encounter throughout the week.

The opening session on Thursday started with formalities
including the handing over of business to the new Moderator,
the Rev Bill Hewitt. The Queen’s representative, the Right
Hon George Reid, was introduced and spoke ably to the
gathering. At most sessions the Commissioners numbered
about 700.

The highlight of Friday was the celebration of Holy
Communion which | helped to serve. Standing waiting to
process in while a thousand people sang “Ye Gates lift up
your heads on high” — unaccompanied, was just amazing!
Following Communion there were many Committee reports
including that of the “Church and Society Council”.

At the evening session, delegates from other churches and
visitors from overseas were introduced and the retiring
Moderator, David Lunan, spoke warmly of his year, including
his visit to Lubuto. It was wonderful to see photos of the bore
hole and school.

On Saturday morning we heard reports from the lona
Community Board and the World Mission Council, amongst
others. Business stopped for the afternoon to allow
Commissioners to attend the Garden Party at Holyrood
Palace.

The evening session, starting at 6.30pm, and we were
convened as a Court of Church Law to discuss and make a
decision on a Referred Case regarding the appointment of an
openly homosexual minister to a church in Aberdeen. The
case was against Aberdeen Presbytery. Much debate
resulted in the decision that they had acted in accordance
with proper procedure and the minister could be “Called” as
the church has requested. The case ended at 10:30pm!

The Sunday morning service at St Giles was a special
moment, with the Moderator preaching. | also attended
worship in the Assembly Hall in the evening.

Monday'’s business included discussion on the reports of the
Guild, Parish Development Fund, Ministries Council and
Mission and Discipleship Council. The second Referred Case
(that any agency of the Church may not accept for training
anyone involved in a sexual relationship outside of faithful
marriage between a man and a woman) started at 4.00pm
and, after many hours of well handled debate that was both
courteous and erudite, resulted in the decision to appoint a
committee of nine to consult all Presbyteries and Kirk
Sessions and encourage discussion and debate of this
contentious topic. This Committee will report to the 2011
Assembly.

/

Tuesday began with morning worship including a live
reading from a military chaplain in Afghanistan.
Questions and discussion with him followed and we
listened to the report of Chaplains to Her Majesty’s
Forces. Other reports included one from the Youth
Assembly and The Church without Walls Planning
Group.

In the evening, | returned to Holyrood Palace to attend
the “Beating of the Retreat” performed by Edinburgh
School’s Pipes and Drums and enjoyed the reception in
the Great Hall hosted by the High Commissioner.

Wednesday again began with worship and the
enthusiastic audience were thrilled to have Archbishop
Desmond Tutu as speaker. He clearly enjoyed the
formalities and procedures as much as | did!

Reports from the General Trustees, Social Care
Council etc. filled the rest of the day and a closing
service at 3:30pm concluded my busy, stimulating and
thoroughly enjoyable week as your representative at
our General Assembly.
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You have given me a problem with this issue. Too
much material for the Digest!

| had to check with Mary (who prints the Digest so
well) how many pages that her collator can cope
with. It turns out to be just seven. As a result, |
have had to cut some items and save others for a
future edition.

| am very sorry if you provided an article and it has
not appeared. Watch out in future editions — that is,
unless there are as many items then too!

As ever, many thanks for all your contributions. |
should say that opinions in the articles do not
necessarily reflect those of the editor, minister or
church!
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A new minister moved into a town and he went out
one Saturday to visit his parishioners. All went well
until he came to one house. It was obvious that
someone was at home but no one came to the door
even after he had knocked several times. Finally he
took out his card, wrote "Revelation 3:20" and stuck
it in the door. The next day as he was counting the
offering, he found his card in the plate. Below his
message was written "Genesis 3:10."  Go on,
look them up!
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On the last Sunday in April, the Lubuto congregation gave a formal farewell to their Minister, the Rev. Simon
Kasanga, Jessy and their family. Tom Chisanga, who visited us last September, read out a message from the
Moniaive and Dunscore Churches during the service. Simon has since told us that they were overwhelmed by our
words of encouragement and that they will always cherish the love and kindness from our parishes. He sends his
greetings to us all. His new charge is with the St Matthew’s Congregation in Chililabombwe, which lies northwest of
Ndola, near the border with Congo. We pray that he and his family settle in quickly and that St Matthew’s thrives
under his leadership.

Earlier in April, the new minister, Rev Stephen
Simumba, hosted a visit to the Lubuto Congregation by
the Right Rev David Lunan, the Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. When
Christine, Pam and Colin met the Moderator at his
Garden Party, he spoke glowingly of his visit to Lubuto,
the new minister and all the wonderful people he met.

Later in the week, in the World Mission report, the
convener spoke of our twinning experience and used a
quote from our report - that this twinning has made us
'recalibrate our faith'. We have a lot to live up to and to
sustain!

We are conducting our first review of the twinning at the
moment — many thanks to those who have contributed
ideas — there is still time for comment. Initial feedback

includes the need to increase regular communication The Moderator visiting the new
on parish and school activities, on exchanging each school with Rev Stephen
others’ needs and strengthening the Prayer Circle. We Simumba (in the white shirt)

will publish the review once we have agreed any

changes with the Lubuto team. o ) )
Back here, we have happy memories of a wonderful ‘Zambia Night' concert organised by Paul Lyttle, which was held

on the last Saturday of March. This concert raised over £400 and along with some very kind gifts, we have about
£1000 in the kitty. We have asked Lubuto to identify a project to make best use of this money.

Following Maggi Goodwin’s excellent liaison with the charity Books Abroad, we expect a delivery of books to the
Lubuto Church school within the next few months.

It is great news that Kay Keith is taking on the Schools Liaison Role — there is so much scope for cooperation in that
area.

You will find Lubuto activity news updates and details of fund-raising events on the Church Noticeboard.

Tuli Pamo — we are together.
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Date Destination Depart Cost
Dunscore

Fri 12 June Carlisle — Shopping 9:30 | £5.00

Sat 20 June Loch Lomond — 8:45 | £7.00
Shopping centre and
Luss

Sat 4 July Bo’ness — Bo’'ness 9:15 | £7.00
and Kinneil Railway

Fri 10 July Ayr — Shpping and 9:15 | £6.00
Burns Centre

Sat 18 July | Penicuik and Biggar 9:15 | £7.00
— Rosslyn Chapel
and Biggar Museum

Sat 25 July Flookborough — 8:30 | £7.00
Flookborough Steam
Railway

Sat 1 Aug | Kirkcudbright area — 10:15 | £5.00

Cream o’ Galloway
and Kirkcudbright

Also Moniave to Castle Douglas on alternate Thursdays
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Since the village gained Fairtrade status in February, the Dunscore Fairtrade Group has been working to maintain
the Fairtrade momentum.

Cornelius Lynch, a Fairtrade banana farmer from St Lucia visited the village and met the whole school. They were
able to ask him about his life, his work and about Fairtrade. No doubt the Fairtrade message spread throughout the
Dunscore homes that day!

Coinciding with Cornelius’ visit, the village and church “Went Bananas” and took part in the banana marathon (as
many people as possible in the country eating one Fairtrade banana). Many thanks to the Thornhill Co-op and Lidl
in Dumfries for providing bananas!

We have been discussing the erection of Fairtrade Village signs with D and G Council and you should soon see
these are you enter the village.

There will be a Fairtrade wine tasting at the School / Gala barbecue on 21 June and Fairtrade tea and coffee (and
cakes / biscuits) served at the Allanton World Peace Festival on 27" June.

More and more Fairtrade items are becoming available and prices are
coming down all the time. Look out for products with the Fairtrade mark
















From the time that Dorothy and Charlie Macallan came
to Dunscore to take over the shop and Post Office, their
commitment to everything that they have put their hands
to has been beyond question. Early starts each morning
to open up and sort the papers along with their
involvement in many aspects of community life,
demonstrated their integrity and desire to help.

Always part of that strong team of two, at this time

we focus our memories on Dorothy’s individual skills -
her hand crafts, baking and cooking; her willingness to
share her knowledge - handy hints never kept to herself;
her quick mind ready always to absorb another book, to
discuss the news, to listen to others, to learn about the
people around her.

Here in the church we too have been just as blessed
with her able, efficient and devoted sharing of skills and
time, not to mention energy. Supporting, encouraging,
guiding, discussing new ideas - quiet, reserved yet an
able counsel always available.

The Guild of Dunscore counted Dorothy as a good
friend and active member and when she was ordained
to the Eldership in 1996, the Kirk Session gained a mind
and heart dedicated to serve the congregation here and
the wider church. Even in these last years, Dorothy was
always more interested to hear of others, looking to the
needs of others, always looking to the future. True to
and in her faith, Dorothy was always close to God, as he
was to her.

Dorothy's main thread in life was always her family.
Married to Charlie for over 50 years; mother to Fiona
and John; mother-in-law to David and Jo and Granny
Mac to Becky, Beth and Ben; Sarah and James. And,







Please would you consider publishing the following
item for those opposed to the development at Upper
Stepford and would ask for reflection on the content?




| imagine a goodly number of you will have followed the
General Assembly events and debates either in the press,
or through the Church of Scotland website. If only through
the press, you will perhaps be wondering why the church
has ‘gagged its membership* and what it is we are hoping
to achieve with a moratorium on public debate through the
press on the matters of homosexuality of ordained
ministers.

In essence we debated sexuality in two long debates, one
on Sat evening (four hours) and the other on Monday
(three hours). And for the next two years we will continue
the discussion ‘in church’ without press involvement
allowing, we hope, a time for considered, calm, respectful
debate of all opinions.

Our own Kirk Session will consider the issues before us
and we will send our opinion(s) to the commission set up
last week. Then, in 2011, the commission will report to
General Assembly and decisions will be made.

You may also have heard or read of the great hurt felt by
one part of our church, a hurt felt just as keenly by the side
at the opposite end of this particular spectrum. The ‘gag’ is
the law passed which is there to allow us, as a church,
without spin or bias to listen to one another, to accept with
compassion sincerely held views even if / when we do not
hold them ourselves or understand them at all. It is a
“breathing space” to help us learn from one another.

Meanwhile, although we spent so long talking about sex
and sexuality, there were other debates and issues which
are in fact more central to the gospel of Christ than
sexuality. Jesus spoke more about poverty, hunger and
need. He put himself out to help the people around him
who were in need of justice and mercy and grace and so
we too, perhaps, have an opportunity to focus on the core
of the gospel of Jesus and the problems closest to his
heart.

Church and Society Churches working with other
congregations within and across denominations and with
other faiths to provide for young folk, old folk, vulnerable
people in our own country and beyond. Involved in climate
change issues; peace and justice; nuclear arms; areas of
conflict; addictions; end of life issues and just and fair
economic markets.

Mission and Discipleship Council ~ Training for elders
and Sunday School teachers; Future Focus - a new
programme for finding a way ahead; worship and doctrine
matters; rural ministries, evangelism and local mission.

Ministry Council Trying to balance the number of
ministers and ministries with the number and size of
charges. Also looking at different styles of ministries
relevant to our culture today.




