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Team Zambia Update  – The Moderator of the 

Church of Scotland visits Lubuto 

��
School Page – Great contributions from the 

Dunscore School pupils 

�� Local Celebrity Chef  – Steven’s signature dish 

7� SLYC – What is happening on Thursday nights? 

It is now 10 years since Church Without Walls was 
launched and over that time there has been a slow 
growth around the country as people begin to 
understand what it is about - learning through 
listening, attending conferences and stepping 
forward. 

No one project, scheme or way will ever suit ALL 
people. The worry is when NO way suits some 
people. When they will try NO new ways. When they 
deem that NO-one is right. With so many experts 
giving diametrically opposed views and with ministers 
(political and ecclesiastical) being seen as letting so 
many down with a seemingly prevalent ‘survival of 
the fittest’ culture around us, it can be hard to see 
any light at the end of the tunnel. 

But there is a light - Jesus is the light of the world and 
if we turn to that light, we will move forward in faith. 
There is SO MUCH in our faith which is positive and 
there is SO MUCH we can do together to increase 
our faith and to decrease world needs.  

But if we are the ones unwilling to try, the ones 
unwilling to give it a shot, the ones sitting back 
complaining, then we will certainly be the ones who 
gain least from our faith and the ones who give least 
to our Lord.  
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Minister: Christine Sime Phone: 820245 email: revsime@btinternet.com 
Session Clerk: Charlie Macallan Phone: 820877email: cdmacallan@tiscali.co.uk 
Editor: Matthew Aitken Phone: 820448 email: matthew@underwoodconsultants.co.uk 
If you would like a full list of church contacts, just ask your Elder 

Dunscore Parish Church – Registered Charity Number: SC016060 

All Aboard! Dunscore Sunday School and Moniave JAM Outing 
to the Leadhills and Wanlockhead Railway 

Thanks to Anja Little, Leader of Moniave JAM for the photo 
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My first thought for ‘musings’ this edition was naturally 
perhaps to write about the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. I started - and then decided to write 
a separate GA report, which you will find elsewhere.  

So here is my second thought (it’s not often that I get two 
in a row!). 

Abigail Young and Sophie Rahman gave yet another 
breathtaking concert in Glencairn at the end of May. This 
was their fourth visit in eight years. After their first visit the 
usual buzz went around - ‘you should have been there’. 
Strange how we stand back from taking the huge risk of 
going to something we don’t know, in case it is not ‘our 
thing’. But in so doing we miss out on so much. This year 
Glencairn church was well filled.  It has taken 8 years for 
the buzz to really convince people, but at last…
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Libby, Dean and I recently had the privilege of 
accompanying 11 Rolck Soliders on our annual 
pilgrimage to Wiston Lodge.  I’ll try to illustrate why the 
trip is so worthwhile by sharing a few of the 
experiences with you: 

·  Seeing them all getting on so well together – new 
friendships being made and existing ones 
strengthened 

·  Observing them being challenged by various set 
tasks – then raising their game to meet the 
challenges 

·  Observing them encouraging, consoling and 
applauding each other as they attempted these 
tasks 

·  Enjoying the excellent food together in the 
company of a large gathering of mandolin players 
and having the musicians compliment the 
behaviour of our group 

·  Being part of the short service we arranged on 
Sunday morning 

·  Having the youngsters regard us as their friends 
and equals.  Treating us as such 

·  Getting them all safely back to Dunscore, tired and 
happy, on Sunday afternoon 

Why not come and join us on a Friday night and see 
how much fun we have?  Perhaps you would like to join 
our team. 
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It is holiday time!  This edition, all the answers are 
holiday destinations (some more popular than others!).  
The answers are on page 28. 

The son of Priam or the daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Hilton? 
Spanish white house where Sam played 
Wander in Italy 
Where the battle was observed? 
Where was the zoo that Albert met the lion? 
A gravel confusion  
Large settlement in a cloak 
Chant a small opening! 
Is this Susannah’s partner’s father?  
Sounds like Australia is near the ground 
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The strongman at a circus squeezed the juice from a lemon between his hands. He then said to the audience, "I will 
offer £200 to anyone in the audience who can squeeze another drop from this lemon. A thin scholarly looking woman 
came forward, picked up the lemon, strained hard and managed to get a drop. The strongman was amazed. He paid 
the woman and asked, "What is the secret of your strength?" "Practice," the woman answered. "I have been a 
church treasurer for thirty-two years!   
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Ah! The Dunscore  Digest  is  upon  us again  and  it is 
time to put into words a thought that has been going 
through my mind for many weeks.  This is to say how 
much I appreciate the recording of the weekly church 
service that I have received for the past months. These 
CDs are a life-line for me.  Okay I‘m a week late 
because I save them, to hear the service the following 
Sunday, but  that doesn’t matter at all. 
  
Very often I have been given the edited highlights by 
Mary, which helps the mental picture of the cause of the 
laughter and repartee.  Never a recording goes past 
without laughter, which is a delight to hear. 
  
It is nice to hear the hymns being sung and it allows me 
to join in to the best of my current ability. 
  
I’m sure that I am not the only person to receive such a 
super service and my thanks go to Charlie and Archie 
plus other un-named helpers for their unfailing 
thoughtfulness in the provision of these recordings. 
  
I look forward to getting back to Church when the timing 
alters.  10:00, which is usually my preferred timing, is 
still a little too early! 

Many thanks, once again. 
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Dunscore, together with Penpont, Keir and Tynron has 
been twinned with four villages in Northern France since 
1995.  This year, 40 guests from the French villages were 
hosted by us on an exchange visit at the end of April / 
early May. 

We enjoyed a visit to Roslyn Chapel, a visit to Moffat, a 
talk about the Loch Arthur Community and a tour of their 
garden, bakery and creamery.  Other highlights included 
a guided tour of the Sulwath brewery in Castle Douglas, a 
walking tour of Dumfries, a Burns Supper at Ellisland and 
a farewell brunch at Keir. 

Our visitors are keen for us to visit France next year to 
celebrate the 15th anniversary of the association.  If you 
might like to be part of this trip, please contact Robert or 
Mary Waugh on 820301.  Visiting France does not oblige 
you to host a visitor in future and you don’t need to be a 
French speaker!
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A new minister moved into a town and he went out 
one Saturday to visit his parishioners. All went well 
until he came to one house. It was obvious that 
someone was at home but no one came to the door 
even after he had knocked several times. Finally he 
took out his card, wrote "Revelation 3:20" and stuck 
it in the door. The next day as he was counting the 
offering, he found his card in the plate. Below his 
message was written "Genesis 3:10." Go on, 
look them up!
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It was with slight trepidation that I set off to attend the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. I went as 
Presbytery Elder of Dunscore Church and enrolled as 
Commissioner Number 146.  Wednesday evening was an 
introduction for new Commissioners and we were guided 
around the building and told about the procedures that we 
would encounter throughout the week. 

The opening session on Thursday started with formalities 
including the handing over of business to the new Moderator, 
the Rev Bill Hewitt. The Queen’s representative, the Right 
Hon George Reid, was introduced and spoke ably to the 
gathering. At most sessions the Commissioners numbered 
about 700. 

The highlight of Friday was the celebration of Holy 
Communion which I helped to serve. Standing waiting to 
process in while a thousand people sang “Ye Gates lift up 
your heads on high” – unaccompanied, was just amazing!  
Following Communion there were many Committee reports 
including that of the “Church and Society Council”.

At the evening session, delegates from other churches and 
visitors from overseas were introduced and the retiring 
Moderator, David Lunan, spoke warmly of his year, including 
his visit to Lubuto. It was wonderful to see photos of the bore 
hole and school. 

On Saturday morning we heard reports from the Iona 
Community Board and the World Mission Council, amongst 
others. Business stopped for the afternoon to allow 
Commissioners to attend the Garden Party at Holyrood 
Palace. 

The evening session, starting at 6.30pm, and we were 
convened as a Court of Church Law to discuss and make a 
decision on a Referred Case regarding the appointment of an 
openly homosexual minister to a church in Aberdeen. The 
case was against Aberdeen Presbytery. Much debate 
resulted in the decision that they had acted in accordance 
with proper procedure and the minister could be “Called” as 
the church has requested. The case ended at 10:30pm! 

The Sunday morning service at St Giles was a special 
moment, with the Moderator preaching. I also attended 
worship in the Assembly Hall in the evening. 

Monday’s business included discussion on the reports of the 
Guild, Parish Development Fund, Ministries Council and 
Mission and Discipleship Council. The second Referred Case 
(that any agency of the Church may not accept for training 
anyone involved in a sexual relationship outside of faithful 
marriage between a man and a woman) started at 4.00pm 
and, after many hours of well handled debate that was both 
courteous and erudite, resulted in the decision to appoint a 
committee of nine to consult all Presbyteries and Kirk 
Sessions and encourage discussion and debate of this 
contentious topic. This Committee will report to the 2011 
Assembly.  

Tuesday began with morning worship including a live 
reading from a military chaplain in Afghanistan. 
Questions and discussion with him followed and we 
listened to the report of Chaplains to Her Majesty’s 
Forces. Other reports included one from the Youth 
Assembly and The Church without Walls Planning 
Group. 

In the evening, I returned to Holyrood Palace to attend 
the “Beating of the Retreat” performed by Edinburgh 
School’s Pipes and Drums and enjoyed the reception in 
the Great Hall hosted by the High Commissioner. 

Wednesday again began with worship and the 
enthusiastic audience were thrilled to have Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu as speaker.  He clearly enjoyed the 
formalities and procedures as much as I did! 

Reports from the General Trustees, Social Care 
Council etc. filled the rest of the day and a closing 
service at 3:30pm concluded my busy, stimulating and 
thoroughly enjoyable week as your representative at 
our General Assembly. 
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You have given me a problem with this issue.  Too 
much material for the Digest! 

I had to check with Mary (who prints the Digest so 
well) how many pages that her collator can cope 
with.  It turns out to be just seven.  As a result, I 
have had to cut some items and save others for a 
future edition. 

I am very sorry if you provided an article and it has 
not appeared.  Watch out in future editions – that is, 
unless there are as many items then too! 

As ever, many thanks for all your contributions.  I 
should say that opinions in the articles do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editor, minister or 
church! 
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On the last Sunday in April, the Lubuto congregation gave a formal farewell to their Minister, the Rev. Simon 
Kasanga, Jessy and their family.  Tom Chisanga, who visited us last September, read out a message from the 
Moniaive and Dunscore Churches during the service.  Simon has since told us that they were overwhelmed by our 
words of encouragement and that they will always cherish the love and kindness from our parishes.  He sends his 
greetings to us all.  His new charge is with the St Matthew’s Congregation in Chililabombwe, which lies northwest of 
Ndola, near the border with Congo.   We pray that he and his family settle in quickly and that St Matthew’s thrives 
under his leadership.  

Back here, we have happy memories of a wonderful ‘Zambia Night’ concert organised by Paul Lyttle, which was held 
on the last Saturday of March.  This concert raised over £400 and along with some very kind gifts, we have about 
£1000 in the kitty.  We have asked Lubuto to identify a project to make best use of this money.  

Following Maggi Goodwin’s excellent liaison with the charity Books Abroad, we expect a delivery of books to the 
Lubuto Church school within the next few months. 

It is great news that Kay Keith is taking on the Schools Liaison Role – there is so much scope for cooperation in that 
area. 

You will find Lubuto activity news updates and details of fund-raising events on the Church Noticeboard. 

Tuli Pamo – we are together. 

Earlier in April, the new minister, Rev Stephen 
Simumba, hosted a visit to the  Lubuto Congregation by 
the Right Rev David Lunan, the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.  When 
Christine, Pam and Colin met the Moderator at his 
Garden Party, he spoke glowingly of his visit to Lubuto, 
the new minister and all the wonderful people he met. 

Later in the week, in the World Mission report, the 
convener spoke of our twinning experience and used a 
quote from our report - that this twinning has made us 
'recalibrate our faith'.   We have a lot to live up to and to 
sustain! 
  
We are conducting our first review of the twinning at the 
moment – many thanks to those who have contributed 
ideas – there is still time for comment.   Initial feedback 
includes the need to increase regular communication 
on parish and school activities, on exchanging each 
others’ needs and strengthening the Prayer Circle. We 
will publish the review once we have agreed any 
changes with the Lubuto team.    

The Moderator visiting the new 
school with Rev Stephen 

Simumba (in the white shirt)
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There are about nine of us in the Eco Group.  I have been in it for three or four years and we have done lots of 
things.  We organised an Eco afternoon where we planted fruit trees and flowers, put up bird boxes and bird feeders, 
painted stones and other activities.  We are planning to have another one soon. 

We enjoy helping animals and have lots of bird feeders around the playground.  There is a willow dome in the 
playground which we planted a few years ago.  It has grown a lot!  It is fun being in the Eco Group. 
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1. This tiny bird on fragile wings, 
Returns to us again each spring, 
It flies across the African land, 
Along a journey so well planned. 

2. Its forked tail and short curved wings, 
And nest made up of natural things, 
In gardens, sheds and down on farms, 
This tiny bird causes no harm. 

3. Its awaited return is the sign of spring, 
The sunshine warmth and joy it brings, 
The new-born lambs upon the grass, 
The children playing out at last. 

4. It catches food upon the wing, 
Midges, insects and other tasty things, 
Can you guess what bird I am? 
You are very clever if you can. 

5. Now you have guessed who I am, 
Please try and save me if you can, 
Stop the farmers spraying their sprays, 
And killing the insects in a haze, 

6. My home is on your gutter edge, 
And I will return to lay my eggs, 
Please don’t destroy my hand-built nest, 
As I will have not place to rest. 

7. So help us your little birds, 
By your use of special words, 
And act upon this changing season, 
To save the wildlife for a reason 

Dunscore School Goes Bananas!  Some of the pupils ( and friends) with Cornelius 
Lynch from St Lucia who told them about being a Fai rtrade banana producer



�������

Date Destination Depart 
Dunscore 

Cost 

Fri 12 June Carlisle – Shopping 9:30 £5.00
Sat 20 June Loch Lomond – 

Shopping centre and 
Luss

8:45 £7.00

Sat 4 July Bo’ness – Bo’ness 
and Kinneil Railway

9:15 £7.00

Fri 10 July Ayr – Shpping and 
Burns Centre

9:15 £6.00

Sat 18 July Penicuik and Biggar 
– Rosslyn Chapel 

and Biggar Museum

9:15 £7.00

Sat 25 July Flookborough – 
Flookborough Steam 

Railway

8:30 £7.00

Sat 1 Aug Kirkcudbright area – 
Cream o’ Galloway 

and Kirkcudbright

10:15 £5.00

Also Moniave to Castle Douglas on alternate Thursdays
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Like all good cooks (chefs!) it is necessary to have a 
‘signature’ dish. I can’t claim ownership this recipe– that 
belongs to Delia who borrowed it from the late John 
Tovey of Miller Howe in the Lake District.  When required,
this is my signature dish. Gillian usually goes out when I 
am making this as it involves using every available 
surface and every available utensil including a blender 
which adds to the general chaos. 

The secret of this recipe is in the sweating of the 
vegetables for an hour. The disadvantage of living in a 
fairly open-plan house is that when you burn the toast, 
everyone knows about it.  But with this dish the aroma of 
simmering vegetables, aided by a generous helping of 
sherry (in the saucepan!) definitely helps the appetite. 

4oz onions (110g), finely chopped 
5-6oz tomatoes (150-175g), quartered – use the stalks as 
well. Use those tomatoes on the vine – they are smaller 
and more flavoursome. 
5-6oz apples, quartered, use the cores as well. Don’t use 
Granny Smiths – get those small apples with a bit of 
flavour. 
5-6oz celery cut in 2-inch lengths, plus leaves. 
2oz butter (50g) 
2½ fl. oz dry sherry (60ml) Not sure such accuracy is 
necessary here. 
Freshly grated nutmeg.  I have made it without it to no 
great detriment. 
1 small pinch ground ginger 
1 pint chicken (or turkey) stock (570ml.) 
¼ teaspoon salt 
Freshly milled black pepper. 

First melt the butter in a large, heavy pan, then add the 
onions and cook gently until golden (about 10 mins), 
taking care that they don’t burn or catch on the bottom. 
Add the sherry, vegetables, fruit, spices and seasoning 
to the pan, place a double thickness of greaseproof 
paper (well dampened with cold water) over the 
ingredients, and cover the pan with a lid. 

Simmer very gently for 1 hour, checking from time to time 
that nothing is sticking. After that, add the stock to the 
contents of the pan (first removing the paper!) and stir 
everything. Now transfer the soup – in 2 batches – to a 
liquidiser and blend, then press through a sieve (to 
remove pips and stalks), and return to a clean pan. The 
sieve part takes a bit of time but persevere, that’s where 
the flavour is.

Reheat, check the seasoning, ladle into warmed soup 
bowls, and garnish each serving with an apple slice, and 
some snipped chives. Serve with croûtons.
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Costs do not include entrance fees.  For more information 
contact Charlie on 820877 or Archie on 820236
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Do you know that every Thursday afternoon a group 
meet up in Moniaive for a short community walk?  
Nothing too long or too strenuous, but an opportunity to 
take some steps towards better health in our beautiful 
countryside, and to benefit from the social, mental and 
physical aspects but not forgetting the tea and biscuits 
afterwards! 

The regular walkers include some faces you may 
recognise from the St Ninian’s congregation. 

The walks are led by trained leaders and are promoted 
by the ‘Paths to Health’ project under the Nithsdale 
Council for Voluntary Service. 

Come along to the Memorial Hall in Chapel Street, 
Moniaive any Thursday at 2:00 pm or phone me on 
01848 200068 to find out more. 
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An impoverished old man applied for membership in a 
rich church. The minister attempted to put him off with 
all kinds of evasive remarks.  The old man, becoming 
aware that he was not wanted, finally said that he would 
pray on it.  Several days later he returned.   "Well" 
asked the minister, "did the Lord give you a message?"  
“Yes, he did" was the old man's answer.  "He told me it 
wasn't any use.  He said, 'I've been trying to get in that 
same church myself for ten years, and I still can't make 
it.'"
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The Editor had a chat with the Guild Secretary, Diana Waugh, to find out a bit about her and the role.  Here is the 
result…

What brought you to Dunscore?  I was born here - or to be more precise in Auldgirth.  My father was a “workaholic” 
builder (he worked seven days a week and as many hours a day as he could).  He retired at the age of 92!  

Where did you go to school?  I went to Wallace Hall primary school then to Dumfries Academy so that I could take 
German that was not available at Wallace Hall.  After completing my MA at St Andrew’s University, I went to Dundee 
College for teacher training and worked there for two years before returning to this area.  I worked at Dumfries 
Academy for 17 years living at Woodside of Allanton. 

When did you join the Guild:  Katie [Easton] and I went to a meeting about 30 years ago and decided to join and 
have been members ever since. 

How long have you been Guild Secretary and how did you start in the role?  I volunteered six years ago.  I was also 
secretary for a few years in an earlier appointment.  I am keen to find a replacement as it is about time I had a break!

Have you held any other roles in the church? I was Guild President. 

What do you like about being the Secretary?  I get a great sense of achievement from seeing the programme coming 
to fruition.  I also love interviewing the speakers. 

What do you particularly like about Dunscore Church?  I love it - it is my family!  I have been in the church for about 
60 years so will be here to the end! 

If you could change one thing about the church, what would it be?  Nothing!

What is your favourite film?  Gerry: Dr Zhivago.  I can visualise Omar Sharif 
in the role – he is wonderful! 

What is your favourite food?  Fish and chips – it is best from a chip shop 
and always tastes best out of newspaper. 

What is your favourite drink?  Lime and lemonade 

What book are you reading at the moment?  “The Mitfords: Letters between 
Six Sisters”.  It is fascinating. 

Thank you for sharing that with us 
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On a glorious 13th of May at Thornhill, the now-famous Golf Trophy Match was attended by 19 keen golfers from 
Dunscore and Moniaive.  This year was different – no needle competition between the 2 parishes, but a fun day with 
mixed teams to celebrate the memory of Barney Easton, who started this annual event in 2004. 

It was brilliantly organised by Rab Marchbank – so good was his admin that he managed to fix (no, sorry, I meant 
“arrange”) to be in the winning trio with Margaret and Tim, who also won the longest drive prize. An acute observer 
remarked: “That Hancock chap hits the ball farther than I go on holiday”.  Sandi McIver won the nearest-to-the-pin 
prize.  Stuart “Bigyin” McKay might have won the big hit prize but his ball was not retrieved from the Hollywood 
Garage forecourt until the following day. 

Thanks to the generous gifts of lots of folks and the sales skills of Kathleen (recently returned from successfully 
selling sand to the Arabs), the raffle was a great success. Katie Easton kindly came along to give out prizes and 
draw tickets with great aplomb and almost everyone got something. Over £100 was raised for Cancer Research.  
What a good day! 
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Since the village gained Fairtrade status in February, the Dunscore Fairtrade Group has been working to maintain 
the Fairtrade momentum. 

Cornelius Lynch, a Fairtrade banana farmer from St Lucia visited the village and met the whole school.  They were 
able to ask him about his life, his work and about Fairtrade.  No doubt the Fairtrade message spread throughout the 
Dunscore homes that day! 

Coinciding with Cornelius’ visit, the village and church “Went Bananas” and took part in the banana marathon (as 
many people as possible in the country eating one Fairtrade banana).  Many thanks to the Thornhill Co-op and Lidl 
in Dumfries for providing bananas! 

We have been discussing the erection of Fairtrade Village signs with D and G Council and you should soon see 
these are you enter the village. 

There will be a Fairtrade wine tasting at the School / Gala barbecue on 21st June and Fairtrade tea and coffee (and 
cakes / biscuits) served at the Allanton World Peace Festival on 27th June. 

More and more Fairtrade items are becoming available and prices are 
coming down all the time.  Look out for products with the Fairtrade mark 
in shops and supermarkets.  If they do not have the products that you like, 
ask Alison Boyes for a card for you to give to the shop manager 
requesting him / her to stock the Fairtrade items that you want to buy.  

!
�� � ���

At the recent Eco Group coffee morning we launched Dunscore Freecycle.  Quite simply, if you have something 
that you no longer need but think someone else might be able to use, please put a note on the Eco Group notice 
board in the church.  Likewise, if there is something that you are looking for, again put a notice on the notice board.  
If you are happy with the item, please give a donation to the Eco Group charity fund or put something in the “Penny 
Jar” in the Eco corner.  If you do not want to simply give the item away, show how much you want for it but please 
give at least 10% to the Eco Congregation charity fund. 

Periodically, a list of items and wants will be emailed to the Dunscore Freecycle list.  If you would like to be added 
to the list, email matthew@underwoodconsultants.co.uk.  Here is the current list: 

Item Comment Cost Who 
WANTED 

Courgette plants They did not germinate! Free? Matthew 820448 
Ladies (or small men’s) bike  Ideally free Cathy Biggar 820538 

AVAILABLE 
Garden Mint Cuttings Free Andrew Wood 820233
Car Roof Box Halfords – with straps but 

no key for the lock 
Free Alison Boyes 820263 

Computer speakers  Free Cathy Biggar 820538 

Rhubarb  Free Alison Boyes 820263 
Cups, saucers, milk jugs and 
sugar bowls, brown & 
speckly 

They are going to chuck 
balls at them at this month 
so be quick 

Free but a contribution to the 
Parent Council appreciated 

Lee Mackenzie 
820876 

Cot  Free Alison Boyes 820263 
Scanner Canon with software Free Roy Spence 740508 
Printer Epson 460 Free Roy Spence 740508 
Baler twine  large bundles Free Kath Aitken 820448 
Overhead projector  Good for painting murals, 

games…
Offers Maggi Goodwin 

740518 
Tote bags  Very large sacks £2.50 to charity Kath Aitken 820448 
One bicycle  Free Peter Gunnell 740326 
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Creator God, maker and shaper of all that is seen and 
unseen,  You are in the expanse and depth of creation 
and in the processes that make life possible.  Yet we are 
distracted by the gods we make ourselves and our lives 
become fractured and fragmented. 

In our brokenness we disturb the earth’s capacity to hold 
us.  Instead we find climate uncertainty and global 
injustice.  Call us back from the brink.  Help us to love, 
not fear, change ourselves and not the planet, act justly 
for the sake of the vulnerable and to make a difference 
today for life tomorrow.  In Your name – Father, Son and 
Spirit Amen. 

This prayer is from the EcoCongregation website 
(www.ecocongregation.org/scotland).  Two hundred and 
twelve churches in Scotland are now part of this 
programme – and Dunscore is one of them. 

Already this year we have had a coffee morning (it raised 
£78 for Engineers Without Borders), a visit to the Eco 
Deco plant and Farm Reflections at Auchenage farm. 

The Freecycle scheme is growing and is to be expanded 
to include transport.  So, if you have room in your car on 
a regular journey, why not ask for some company? 

The Penny Man continues to do sterling (?) work 
counting your small change for Lubuto. 

Two events are in the pipeline: 

1. A Celtic Connections service on 30th August 
at 10 am.  This will look forward to the 
pilgrimage to Iona taking place the following 
week 

2. A showing of the film Age of Stupid.  If you 
missed this great film at the Robert Burns 
Centre, it will soon be coming to Dunscore! 

We will be holding our book stall at the Gala to raise 
money for Gala funds so please donate good books to 
this good cause. 
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Before you criticise someone, you should walk for a 
mile in their shoes.  That way, when you criticise 
them, you are mile away and you have their shoes! 
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We are very happy to report that the “Skitter Lane Youth 
Club” (SLYC) , the Dunscore, Moniaive and Penpont 
youth project to allow young people (aged 14 – 18) to 
get together and engage in shared activities, is now up 
and running. 

Regular attendance for two hours on Thursday nights 
has been very encouraging.  The plan is to meet twice 
in Dunscore, once in Moniaive and once in Penpont 
each month during school term time. On the odd month 
with 5 Thursdays, an external visit or activity will be 
arranged. 

The meetings provide a range of social, sporting and 
educational activities for the young people.  They have 
been given the responsibility for programme choices 
and organisation.  D&G Council is supplying an 
excellent indoor sports instructor and equipment for the 
first hour of the evening. 

The evenings are ably led by Dean Goddard and we are 
very grateful to him for giving up so much of his time.   
He is assisted by keen volunteers who are also 
providing a pick-up ferry service between the villages 
with the Cairn Valley Minibus. There is also a team 
providing food each week. 

At present, we have a 6-strong steering group and it is 
hoped to involve the young people more and more in 
the running of the SLYC as we develop. 

Hire of the 3 venues, transport and food all costs 
money.  The Congregational Boards of our churches, 
the Glenriddell Hall Committee and Moniaive Windfarm 
Fund have given generous start-up financial support
and the young people voted to subscribe £2 for each 
evening they attend.  If anyone knows of other sources 
of funding, please give us a shout, as we need to cover 
running costs. 

Whilst a core of adult volunteers 
already exists, the project is 
keen to draw on the abilities of 
more parents and others to help 
out occasionally and to support 
the evening activities at each 
village.  Since an important part 
of any evening’s session for the 
young people is ‘food’, there is a 
need for some assistance with 
serving. All costs are 
reimbursed from project funds. 

If you think that you can help in any way or want more 
information, please speak to Dean Goddard (tel: 
01848 200322) or Rona Gunnell (tel. 01387 740326).

Finally, you are all members of 
Dunscore EcoCongregation.  Why not 
get more involved by coming along to 
one of our meetings?  The next one is 
on Thursday  June 25th at 11:30 am in 
the Craig Corner of the church. 



������(�

����0�8����8�0
#���	
�����
����
���������
����
� �

Regular readers will remember William’s articles about 
the Covenanters.  It is with pleasure that I am able to 
report that our local history reporter has returned! 

William Douglas, third Earl and first Duke of Drumlanrig, 
belonged to that branch of the Douglas family who have 
owned the lands of Drumlanrig since at least the twelfth 
century. His grandfather had in his time been charged 
with murder, and with “demembering his cousin of his left 
lug”, but had nonetheless been  raised to the Peerage by 
Charles I as first Earl. His father had set off belatedly to 
join Montrose after the battle of Kilsyth, but was captured, 
imprisoned in Carlisle Castle, and released only on 
payment of a substantial fine. He then fell foul of 
Cromwell, refused to swear allegiance to him, and was 
again fined a huge sum. Family finances were as a result 
at a low ebb in William’s youth, which perhaps explains 
why he and his sisters bore a reputation for meanness; 
his sister Margaret, despite marrying Sir Alexander 
Jardine of Applegirth, would for a penny carry people 
across the River Annan on her shoulders. William read for 
the Bar, was successful in restoring the family fortunes, 
became Sheriff of Dumfriesshire in 1664 and a Privy 
Councillor in 1667. He succeeded his father as third Earl 
in 1671.

He was said to be a tyrant to his wife, Lady Isabel, and to 
have kept her permanently short of money. He was 
irascible, with a short fuse, which earned him the title “The 
De’il o’ Drumlanrig”. For all that, he was a capable and 
ambitious man; in the Privy Council, he at first supported 
Lauderdale, then led the opposition to him, and positioned 
himself neatly to take power when James Duke of York, 
the future James II, replaced Lauderdale as the nominal 
Secretary for Scotland. He courted James assiduously 
and successfully, vying with Claverhouse for James’ 
friendship. Claverhouse, Grierson of Lag, his brother-in-
law, and Bruce of Earlshall were in 1679 appointed 
Deputy Sheriffs to assist him in the repression of the 
Covenanters in Galloway. Claverhouse, soon to be called, 
rather unfairly, “Bluidy Clavers”, was also hot-tempered. 
He and Queensberry bickered and quarrelled whenever 
they met, though Claverhouse was diligent and respectful 
in the numerous reports he sent to Queensberry about the 
state of the country, his actions, and those of his troops. 

Lauderdale died in 1679, soon after handing over the 
reins of power, his reputation clouded by the memory of 
Magus Muir, Drumclog and Bothwell Bridge. His brother 
Charles, who as Lord Hatton, had been Master of the 
Mint, succeeded to the Dukedom. In 1683, it transpired 
that Charles had, whilst Master of the Mint, abstracted 
for his own use £72,000 from public funds. An 
investigating Committee of the Lords proposed that he 
be fined the same sum. The King reduced this to 
£20,000, but this still spelt ruin for him. Lord Aberdeen, 
the Lord Chancellor of Scotland, Claverhouse and 
Queensberry all thought they could profit from the 
situation; Aberdeen coveted the fine, Claverhouse 
Dudhope Castle near Dundee which Hatton owned, and 
Queensberry the now vacant Dukedom. Aberdeen did 
indeed get £16,000 of the fine; Claverhouse did get 
Dudhope, though he had to pay £6000 Scots for it, and 
Queensberry urged Claverhouse to lobby James for the 
Dukedom. Claverhouse had just been made a Privy 
Councillor on Queensberry’s recommendation. So 
Claverhouse approached James, who in turn 
approached his brother the King, who was “so vexed 
with the nobilitating people that he would not willingly 
hear anything upon the subject”. James said they must 
wait for a more favourable time. 

Since Lauderdale’s eclipse, Queensberry and Lord 
Aberdeen had effectively ruled Scotland together. 
Aberdeen’s grip on power was now beginning to slip, 
and in December 1683 James appointed a new 
Committee, the Juncto, in which Aberdeen had to share 
power with the Drummond brothers, the Earls of Perth 
and Melfort. Queensberry however retained his key 
position as Lord Treasurer. He continued to enforce 
Lauderdale’s later policy of repression, whilst the 
Covenanters committed sporadic acts of violence, such 
as the Enterkinfoot ambush, and the murder of the Rev. 
Pierson at Carsphairn. In November 1684, he achieved 
his ambition and became His Grace the Duke of 
Queensberry. He in no way acknowledged the 
assistance given to him in this regard by Claverhouse; 
on the contrary, he transferred Claverhouse from 
Galloway to Fife; instituted an enquiry into the fines 
collected by Claverhouse in Galloway, and raised with 
James the question of whether Claverhouse should be 
required to pay for the estate of Freuch, which 
Claverhouse had acquired for nothing in 1681, as a 
forfeited estate. James, indulgent as ever towards 
Claverhouse, said he would take no step about Freuch, 
but did want an account of the fines paid. At this point, 
in February 1685, Charles II died, and James ascended 
the throne as James VII and II, but without taking the 
Oath to protect and preserve the Protestant religion. 
The story concludes in the next edition of the Digest.
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Teacher:   Maria, go to the map and find North America 
Maria:   Here it is 
Teacher:  Now class, who was it that discovered America? 
Class:   Maria! 
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God so loved the world that He…  
did not send a committee 

!�����	���	��!��#	��
�	��
�����5����

 �6�����1 !����	 �

Imagine an unheated church on a cold Saturday, 
with several nervous individuals huddling together 
wondering why they volunteered for this course in 
the first place. The TV camera on its tripod did 
nothing to allay our fears. However, it's amazing 
what a cup of coffee and some cake can do.  Soon 
we were all laughing together - even if it was a trifle 
forced! 
  
Raymond Nelson, our tutor, did everything possible 
to help us feel at ease. He asked to see our 
prepared talks. Mine was in my best copperplate and 
I fully expected to read it out, glancing very 
occasionally at my audience - whom I was sure 
would hang on to every word. Was I in for a 
surprise? Our instructions were to reduce it to note 
form. 
  
Strangely, floundering and kippers became the buzz 
words, as this eager bunch of novices were put 
through their paces.  It was a challenge.  I felt I 
sounded like the Queen (I flatter myself)!  Seeing 
yourself on TV is very strange, but it was for our own 
good (like castor oil?).

It was a really useful, enjoyable and truly 
professional course. I feel very privileged to have 
had the chance to take part and am waiting for 
the speaking engagements to come flooding in. I 
shall arrive at the venue with notes and “kipper” 
instructions in hand – and no wandering eyes! 

P.S. Raymond is doing a sponsored bike ride 
from France to Southern Spain in the summer. 

He hopes to raise lots of funds to support his 
charity work with widows and orphans in 
Afghanistan. It would be good if lots of us were 
to sponsor him!

Raymond and some of the pupils 
relaxing at the end of the course
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Saturday 9th of May dawned. The weather was dry and 
the goods began arriving. Stall holders prepared their 
tables and the layout of books, toys, bric–a–brac and crafts 
filled the Glenriddell Hall. The baking tabled groaned under 
the mass of goodies in the Craig Corner of the church and 
the tea tables were prepared. We were all ready for the 
2009 sale. 

Then… The heavens opened…

The plant stall, sited outside the hall in the car park was 
getting extremely well watered. The team wearing 
complete waterproofs were huddled under a gazebo and 
Archie and helpers continued to barbecue for several 
hours, supplying the demand for hot food. The Tombola 
team were extremely glad to be housed in Bob and Jean’s 
garage. A good variety of mugs of hot soup were passed 
around from the Hall kitchen. 

Despite the weather, people did come. Not as many as in 
previous years but thanks to all who did brave the 
elements and linger longer in dry places. The sanctuary of 
our warm and dry church provided a great place to sit and 
chat over tea and goodies. 

Takings show the success of the day: 
Baking   £313.18 
Bric-a-brac   £311.87 
Books   £260.57 
Plants   £209.82 
Tombola  £183.40 
Teas   £144.70 
Toys   £91.68 
Crafts   £83.40 
Soup and burgers £74.56 
Bear’s birthday  £33.50 

With generous donations totalling £322.19 our grand sum 
of £2,050 was raised, matching the 2008 total.  A huge 
thank you to all those who helped make the day such a 
success. 
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We have been learning about Jesus’ miracles.  Mr Ogilvie, 
a visiting preacher, was very impressed with the flags that 
we made showing Jesus calming the storm.  When you 
read this we will have had our trip up to the Leadhills to 
Wanlockhead railway with the Moniaive Jesus and Me 
(JAM) group (picture on the front cover). 

We urgently need more Sunday School teachers as 
several will be ending our involvement in the summer. If 
you would like to help with a lovely and lively bunch of 
young people please speak to Christine.
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I was wondering who to ask to write this month’s charity article.  The answer was rather close to home! 

You may have heard of the organisation ‘Medicine Sans Frontiers’, the equivalent in engineering is ‘Engineers 
Without Borders’ (EWB).  The objectives of EWB are to educate and raise awareness about issues in human 
development, promote research contributing to engineering solutions for human development and to provide a 
supply of competent and knowledgeable professional development workers. 

Engineers Without Borders is an international organisation with branches in most developed nations.  In the united 
kingdom the organisation is run through a main office connecting branches at 16 universities.  Membership of the 
student society offers engineering students the opportunity to learn about the uses of engineering in development, 
liaise with professionals within the development sector and participate in project work in the United Kingdom or 
overseas. 

As part of the Edinburgh 
University branch of EWB, I 
have been involved with a 
project to provide necessary 
infrastructure to an orphanage 
and school complex in 
Cambodia in an area near to 
the Thai border. The project 
came about following 
educational work by several 
members of the branch with an 
organisation called Cambodian 
Hope (CHO) in Cambodia last 
summer.   

Orphanage building under 
construction

CHO is a charity which is involved with improving the lives of street children, AIDS sufferers and large families in the 
rural North-West of Cambodia. 

Cambodian Hope has recently begun construction of 10 orphanage homes catering for 80 children and a school 
with a capacity of 240.  CHO asked our branch if we would be able to create a renewable power system to provide 
the energy to the homes and school.  We decided to design a photovoltaic system which we chose due to the 
abundance of sunlight and long design life of such a system.  In addition to a power supply we have been 
researching possible water treatment methods to improve the health of those who will be reliant upon the ground 
water system.   

One of the main aims of EWB is to not only help to implement development schemes but to educate staff and locals 
about how each system works thus improving understanding of maintenance requirements and consequently 
increasing efficiency and life span.  I will be leading a group of students to help complete the construction of the 
homes, install energy and water schemes and run educational workshops in Cambodia at the end of July. 

In the future our branch of Engineers Without Borders will continue to work with CHO and set up similar projects in 
other areas of the world.  We are now also introducing programmes to teach children in Edinburgh schools about 
the importance of engineering in human development and to inspire them to consider a career within the sector. 

If you would like more information about Engineers Without Borders or the Cambodia project please contact me at 
EWB.Edinburgh@gmail.com or visit our website at www.eewb.org.uk. 
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·  People are like tea bags – you have to put them in hot water before you know how strong they are 
·  Dusty Bibles lead to dirty lives 
·  How will you spend eternity? Smoking or Non-smoking? 
·  Come work for the Lord. The work is hard, the hours are long and the pay is low, but the retirement benefits are 

out of this world! 
·  Do not wait for the hearse to take you to church 
·  Forbidden fruit creates many jams 
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From the time that Dorothy and Charlie Macallan came 
to Dunscore to take over the shop and Post Office, their 
commitment to everything that they have put their hands 
to has been beyond question. Early starts each morning 
to open up and sort the papers along with their 
involvement in many aspects of community life, 
demonstrated their integrity and desire to help. 

Always part of that strong team of two, at this time 
we focus our memories on Dorothy’s individual skills - 
her hand crafts, baking and cooking; her willingness to 
share her knowledge - handy hints never kept to herself; 
her quick mind ready always to absorb another book, to 
discuss the news, to listen to others, to learn about the 
people around her. 

Here in the church we too have been just as blessed 
with her able, efficient and devoted sharing of skills and 
time, not to mention energy.  Supporting, encouraging, 
guiding, discussing new ideas - quiet, reserved yet an 
able counsel always available.  

The Guild of Dunscore counted Dorothy as a good 
friend and active member and when she was ordained 
to the Eldership in 1996, the Kirk Session gained a mind 
and heart dedicated to serve the congregation here and 
the wider church. Even in these last years, Dorothy was 
always more interested to hear of others, looking to the 
needs of others, always looking to the future.  True to 
and in her faith, Dorothy was always close to God, as he 
was to her.  
  
Dorothy's main thread in life was always her family.  
Married to Charlie for over 50 years; mother to Fiona 
and John; mother-in-law to David and Jo and Granny 
Mac to Becky, Beth and Ben; Sarah and James.  And, of 
course, included in the family were the various dogs 
over the years. Each and every one given full attention, 
care and all the time and love required. 
  
We will all have our own special memories and thoughts 
of Dorothy and we all hold in our prayers Charlie and the 
family, with our care and love. 

We have so much for which to give thanks, and we do.  
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The April meeting of the Community Council discussed 
many topics including:  
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This was discussed at some length and the value of our 
local shop was recognised. The Community Council 
agreed to try to make contact with a potential buyer as 
well as the owner of the shop premises. The Community 
Council would also consider funding the shop (using 
Windfarm Benefit money) in the first year.  There was 
little enthusiasm for the concept of a community-owned 
shop. Further discussion of the shop situation will take 
place at the May meeting 
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Dunscore Community Council receives £3240 per year 
from the Dalwinton Windfarm owners (Airtricity) 

Various applications had been received and the 
following monies allocated: 

Dunscore school for picnic tables and bins  £500 
Dunscore Gala     £750 
Community Clock (on Church Tower) replacement fund
      £500 
Youth Project     £250 

We have also received requests from the Brownies and 
the Pre School / playgroup. These will be discussed at 
the May meeting.  Any balance will be used to create / 
improve local footpaths  
��
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Thank you to all who suggested footpaths and made 
comment on the proposed core paths in the area. These 
have been sent to the Council.
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The Nurture Group and Session are having a series of “get-togethers” on the following dates at The Manse to allow 
everybody to get to know their Elders & neighbours better. 

Sunday 20th September from 3-5pm  Saturday 26th September from 3-5pm 
Sunday 27th September from 3-5pm  Thursday 1st October from 7-9pm 
Saturday 3rd October from 3-5pm 

Refreshments will be served and transport is available, so come along to enjoy some fellowship, renew old 
acquaintances and make new friends.  Further details will be published in the next issue of Dunscore Digest and 
your Elder will bring an invitation nearer the time and will answer any questions that you may have. 
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I read in The Times last week that recyling is as old as 
the hills (even Plato wrote about it, apparently).  Certainly 
it is a hot topic in Dunscore and since the Eco Deco plant 
opened in 2007 the Eco Congregation Group has been 
keen to visit and see what is happening with recycling in 
the region. 

Last month we got our wish and, after a presentation at 
Tarff Valley by Moira Wetherup (the Council’s Waste 
Minimisation Officer), 10 of us were taken by minibus to 
tour the plant at Lochar Moss. 

The Eco Deco site is next to the old landfill which was 
used since the 1920s and was full to the brim with 1.7 
million tonnes of waste.  In 2006 it was covered with 
plastic sheets to stop water getting in and forming 
harmful leachate.  The plastic also traps methane which 
is made by decomposing waste and is 21 times more 
potent than CO2 as a greenhouse gas.  The methane 
now runs through 11 km of pipes to the gas fuelled power 
station next door where it generates 6,400 mw of 
electricity each year – enough to power 700 homes.  The 
plastic has been covered with soil and planted with rough 
grass. 

Up in the control room above the main plant, we saw the 
bin lorries arriving and tipping in waste from wheelie bins.  
It looked grey and dirty, full of bits of rag and plastic 
bags. Here is what happens next: 

First the waste is shredded and left to sit for two weeks 
while it heats up like a huge compost heap.  The heat 
dries out the waste and reduces its mass by over 25%.  
Next the waste is separated into five types:   

The council has so far achieved the EU landfill diversion 
targets and claims to have met the Scottish Government 
recycling target (30% by 2008).  The Green Party has, 
however, been vociferous in its criticism of the plant 
saying that little recycling goes on and burning plastics 
causes air pollution.  The Council’s response is that all 
emissions are strictly controlled by SEPA. 

Meanwhile the Council is keen to stress that reducing 
waste is still the most important thing we can do (and 
here I agree wholeheartedly).  They are promoting this 
by encouraging: 

1. Home composting: apparently 25% of 
households now compost.  18,000 bins have 
been sold diverting 1,500 tonnes of waste from 
landfill each year. 

2. Use of real nappies:  Disposable nappies 
account for quarter of a tonne of waste per year 
PER BABY! 

3. Love Food / Hate Waste: One third of all food we 
buy ends up in a bin, costing each household 
£366 per year 

4. Junk Mail Reduction: Use the Mail Preference 
Service  

5. Freecycling: We have a thriving group in 
Dunscore – ask to be added to the list 

The council has to pay Shanks for every tonne of rubbish 
sent to the Eco Deco plant and as an added incentive 
they are trying to reduce it by the new “side waste” 
policy, charging 50p for extra sacks of rubbish collected. 

What of the 82 recycling sites in the region (including the 
one in Dunscore)?  At present, all paper, glass and tins 
are recycled instead of being used as fuel or aggregate 
so please keep using them.  They are under review so 
may be scrapped.  The blue boxes for paper recovered 
4,000 tonnes of waste per year but involved lorries 
driving 62,000 miles a year so was considered 
uneconomical. 

Eco Deco Plant Visitors

1. Ferrous (recycled)

2. Non-ferrous 
metals (these too 
can be recycled) 

 3. Glass and stone: 
(used in road 
building, drainage or 
concrete) 

 4. Compost-able 
material: (used for 
landfill restoration or 
as a soil conditioner)

5. Solid Recovered 
Fuel: (plastics, wood, 
textiles and paper – 
currently taken to 
Wales but may soon 
be used at Dargavel)

Clearly there are many 
issues raised by this and no 
easy answers.  Here is my 
advice…
1. Make as little waste as 

possible.  Any member 
of the Eco Group will be 
happy to advise you on 
this (or join the group!). 

2. Stay informed.  A new 
visitor centre is to be 
built at the Eco Deco 
plant.  Go and visit and 
ask questions. 

3. If you see any fly-tipping, 
report it on 030 33 33 
3000 
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Please would you consider publishing the following 
item for those opposed to the development at Upper 
Stepford and would ask for reflection on the content?  
To say that I am disappointed in many of those that 
oppose the development would be a total 
understatement.  I was mortally embarrassed that 
there could be such negativity about what should be
a real Christian act of giving these disadvantaged 
children a connection with life.  The development 
would offer an opportunity for them to enjoy what 
little pleasure they can gain from working with 
horses and experience the freedom of movement 
and the total encapsulation of such an environment 
as we take for granted. 
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At a fundraising dinner for a school for children with 
learning disabilities, the father of one of the students 
delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all 
who attended.  He said: 'I believe that when a child like my 
son Shay, who was mentally and physically disabled, 
comes into the world, an opportunity to realise true human 
nature presents itself, and it comes in the way other 
people treat that child.'   

Then he told the following story: Shay and I had walked 
past a park where some boys Shay knew were playing 
baseball. Shay asked, 'Do you think they'll let me play?' I 
approached one of the boys and asked (not expecting 
much) if Shay could play. Surprisingly, the boy agreed to 
allow Shay to play late on in the game 

Shay's team scored again and now needed just one run to 
win.  Shay was scheduled to bat next.  Do they let Shay 
bat and give away their chance to win the game?  
Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat although everyone 
knew that a hit was all but impossible.  However, as Shay 
stepped up to the plate, the pitcher, recognising that the 
other team was putting winning aside for this moment in 
Shay's life, lobbed the ball in softly so Shay could at least 
make contact.  After missing two pitches, Shay managed 
to hit the third but only gently back to the pitcher.  Shay 
would have been out and that would have been the end of 
the game but the pitcher threw the ball right out of reach of 
all team mates.  Everyone from the stands and both teams 
started yelling, 'Shay, run!  Never in his life had Shay ever 
run that far, but he made it round for a home run although 
the other team had to mis-throw the ball a few more times.

Shay was cheered as the hero who hit the grand slam and 
won the game for his team.  'That day', said the father 
softly with tears now rolling down his face, 'the boys from 
both teams helped bring a piece of true love and humanity 
into this world'. 

Shay didn't make it to another summer. He died that 
winter, having never forgotten being the hero and making 
me so happy and coming home and seeing his Mother 
tearfully embrace her little hero of the day!
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It is difficult to believe that this is our 11th annual event 
here at Allanton Sanctuary. Each year we are pleased to 
see more and more people involved from our local 
community and also internationally. This year, Dunscore 
Fair Trade group are running a ‘Fair Trade’ café, with 
promises of home baking from members of the group and 
their friends. 
The theme of the Festival is:  ‘Celebrating the Diversity of 
Culture’ and, as well as local interest, those who come 
along can enjoy activities from different cultures. For 
example – the Japanese cultural area includes:  tea 
ceremony, calligraphy, kimono dressing and more. There 
will also be an Aikido demonstration, where local Aikido 
clubs are coming together with a Japanese Aikido expert 
to give a demonstration. Those who would like to ‘have a 
go’ can join in the workshop which will also be held in the 
same area. 

Other activities for the family include:   circus skills, 
storytelling, and exhibitions. 
There will be live music, with artists coming from our 
local community and also abroad. 
The main event – the ‘World Peace Flag Ceremony’ 
will be held at 4pm. Each flag of the world will be 
presented as a symbol to inspire World Peace, 
focusing on the positive affirmation:   ‘May Peace 
Prevail on Earth.’ 

We extend a warm welcome to all those who wish to 
come along.  All activities are free of charge. If you 
would like any more information, please give us a ring 
on 01387 740642, or email us on 
allanton@worldpeace-uk.org. 
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I imagine a goodly number of you will have followed the 
General Assembly events and debates either in the press, 
or through the Church of Scotland website.  If only through 
the press, you will perhaps be wondering why the church 
has ‘gagged its membership‘ and what it is we are hoping 
to achieve with a moratorium on public debate through the 
press on the matters of homosexuality of ordained 
ministers. 

In essence we debated sexuality in two long debates, one 
on Sat evening (four hours) and the other on Monday
(three hours).  And for the next two years we will continue 
the discussion ‘in church’ without press involvement 
allowing, we hope, a time for considered, calm, respectful 
debate of all opinions.  

Our own Kirk Session will consider the issues before us 
and we will send our opinion(s) to the commission set up 
last week. Then, in 2011, the commission will report to 
General Assembly and decisions will be made. 

You may also have heard or read of the great hurt felt by 
one part of our church, a hurt felt just as keenly by the side 
at the opposite end of this particular spectrum. The ‘gag’ is 
the law passed which is there to allow us, as a church, 
without spin or bias to listen to one another, to accept with 
compassion sincerely held views even if / when we do not 
hold them ourselves or understand them at all. It is a 
“breathing space” to help us learn from one another. 

Meanwhile, although we spent so long talking about sex 
and sexuality, there were other debates and issues which 
are in fact more central to the gospel of Christ than 
sexuality. Jesus spoke more about poverty, hunger and 
need. He put himself out to help the people around him 
who were in need of justice and mercy and grace and so 
we too, perhaps, have an opportunity to focus on the core 
of the gospel of Jesus and the problems closest to his 
heart. 

Church and Society  Churches working with other 
congregations within and across denominations and with 
other faiths to provide for young folk, old folk, vulnerable 
people in our own country and beyond. Involved in climate 
change issues; peace and justice; nuclear arms; areas of 
conflict; addictions; end of life issues and just and fair 
economic markets.  

Mission and Discipleship Council  Training for elders 
and Sunday School teachers; Future Focus - a new 
programme for finding a way ahead; worship and doctrine 
matters; rural ministries, evangelism and local mission. 

Ministry Council  Trying to balance the number of 
ministers and ministries with the number and size of 
charges.  Also looking at different styles of ministries 
relevant to our culture today. 

The Guild Described as an action group within the 
church.  Their theme for the next three years is: What 
does the Lord require of you? With each of the years 
looking at acting justly, loving mercy and walking humbly 
with God. 

Social Care (Crossreach)  Which spends more on 
providing care in Scotland than any other Scottish charity.

World Mission and the HIV/AIDS Project  Raising 
awareness of HIV / AIDS, learning of and working with 
partners around the world to make a better life for all. 
Moniaive and Dunscore were mentioned with a quote 
from a report we made (photos of Lubuto were also 
included in the retiring moderator’s speech). The Right 
Rev David Lunan had been there and ‘we’ were included 
in his highlights. Plus he took time out to speak to Pam 
Mitchell and me about his visit. 

Chaplains to the armed forces  Being with those in 
areas of conflict and danger, with them in times of 
deepest distress. There was even a live link with 
chaplains in Afghanistan, reading the Scripture lesson 
within our worship in Edinburgh and talking to us. 

The Youth Assembly Report  Asking us to look after 
creation and to look after people. 

Review and Reform  Looking at Presbyteries and how 
they can work better.  

Of course there were also reports on pensions, housing 
funds, investments, finance - we all need a wee snooze 
sometimes- but even these reports many find intriguing! 

Jesus gave us a gospel to proclaim - we have so much to 
tell, so much to do without tying ourselves up in internal 
conflicts. 

Gagged? We can talk to the press about so much and if 
you really want to know what I think about the ordination 
of homosexuals, all you have to do is ask me. As long as 
you don’t quote me in the press! I am fairly sure that the 
Session and Board know where I stand on this and we do 
not all stand in the same place. But we do stand in the 
same faith, with the same gospel, the same Saviour and 
God, preaching the same gospel of justice, mercy, 
compassion, peace and love, and we can still stand 
together, without raised voices, without raised hackles 
and without making sexual orientation the main part of 
Jesus’ message to the world. 

A heavy week, but being there I feel better able to 
understand why the decisions that were made, were 
made. 

And there were lighter moments amongst it all. And these 
too were and are spirit led!  

And a great high?  When Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
addressed the Assembly.  Simply amazing. 


